242       '        Biographical Notes
Peacock, Thomas Love (1785-1866). Born at Weymouth,
Dorset, son of a London merchant, he attended various schools,
but was mainly self-educated, though he became a learned
scholar. He was for many years in the India Office, where he
rose to be Chief Examiner. He was a close friend of Shelley
and father-in-law of George Meredith. His novels, Gryll Grange,
Crotchet Castle, Headlong Hall, Nightmare Abbey, Maid Marian, have
been described as " whimsical and unique, full of paradox and
prejudice and a curious learning, with witty dialogue and occa-
sional poems interspersed." Peacock lived for many years at
Halliford Green, Middlesex, where he died.
Procter, Adelaide Ana (1825-1864). Eldest daughter of Bryan
Waller Procter ("Barry Cornwall"). Many of her poems
were published in Household Words and All the Tear Round. She
took great interest in social questions affecting women. She
wrote many songs and hymns, but by far the most famous of all
her writings were the words to Sullivan's song, The Lost Chord.
Scott, Sir Walter (1771-1832). Son of a Writer to the Signetand
born in Edinburgh. He was educated at the High School and
University there, where he studied law. In 1806 he became
Clerk to the Court of Sessions, but his heart was in literature,
and in 1802 he had already published his Minstrelsy of the
Scottish Border, followed in 1805 by The Lay oftfa Last Minstrel.
In 1814 he published Waverley, the first of his superb historical
novels (including Ivankoe, The Talisman, Kenilworth), which
established his fame, though it was not till 1827 that he acknow-
ledged their authorship. He became a baronet in 1819. The
bankruptcy of the printing and bookselling businesses with
which he was connected caused him to shorten his life by heroic
efforts to work off the debts, and he died at his famous house,
Abbotsford, on the Tweed.
Shakespeare, William (1564-1616). The greatest poet
and dramatist in. all English literature was born at Stratford-on-
Avon, Warwickshire, and educated at the Grammar School of
that town. At the age of eighteen he married Ann Hathaway,
of Shottery. A few years later he made his way to London,
where he became an actor, and later a writer of plays. It is